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SUB J : POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN ARMED FORCES 

REF BAGHDAD 1136 

1 . SUMMARY: ENGLISH LANGUAGE BAGHDAD OBSERVER PUBLISHED FRONT 
PAGE EDITORIAL JUNE 1 ON SUBJECT OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN ARMED 
FORCES. UNDER SIGNATURE OF EDITOR-IN-CHIEF IT MAKES POINTS IN 
AL-THAWRA ARTICLE IN MORE DIRECT MANNER AND ADDS SUGGESTION THAT 
LEADERSHIP OF IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY WAS TO BLAME. EDITORIAL 
AFFIRMS CONTINUATION OF POPULAR AND PROGRESSIVE 

NATIONAL FRONT AS WELL AS NORMAL RELATIONS WITH SOVIET UNION. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. TEXT FOLLOWS. 

BEGIN TEXT 

A FEW DAYS AGO AL-THAWRA NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED TWO 
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IMPORTANT ARTICLES IN WHICH IT WARNED THE OTHER PARTNERS 
IN THE NATIONAL AND PROGRESSIVE FRONT NOT TO INDULGE 
IN ANY POLITICAL ACTIVITY WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES. 

HOWEVER, WHEN THE FRONT WAS ESTABLISHED IT WAS 
MADE CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN THE 
ARMED FORCES WAS RESTRICTED TO THE LEADING PARTY IN 
THE FRONT, NAMELY, THE ARAB BAATH SOCIALIST PARTY. 
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OTHER PARTNERS HAD EITHER TO ACCEPT THIS PROVISO OR 
TOTALLY DISSOICATE THEMSELVES FROM THE ALLIANCE. 

THEY CONSENTED, IN FACT, TO ABIDE BY THIS RULE 
WHICH WAS MADE A PUBLIC LAW AS FAR BACK AS NOVEMBER 1971 . 
IT WAS EXPLICITYLY STATED IN THE LAW THAT POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES IN THE ARMED FORCES WAS DENIED TO ALL, 

EXCEPT FOR THE BAATH PARTY. ANY VIOLATION OF THE 
LAW WAS TO BE CONSIDERED A CRIME THREATENING THE 
SECURITY OF THE STATE AND SEVERELY PUNISHABLE BY LAW. 

THEREFORE, THE RECENT ACTION TAKEN AGAINST A NUMBER 
OF IRAQI COMMUNISTS WAS NOT TAKEN BECAUSE THEY WERE 
COMMUNISTS, BUT ONLY BECAUSE THEY, AS COMMUNISTS, 

CHOSE TO WORK WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES AGAINST THE STATED 
LAW OF THE STATE. 

LET THERE BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING HERE: THEREIS 
SIMPLY NO NEW POLICY TOWARDS THE IRAQI COMMUNISTS, 

THE SOVIET UNION, OR THE SOCIALIST CAMP. THE NATIONAL 
AND PROGRESSIVE FRONT EXISTS AND WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST, 
BUT NOT WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES. THIS SIMPLY WILL NOT 
BE TOLERATED. 

IN ADDITION, IT MUST BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT 
THERE IS NO WITCH-HUNT AGAINST IRAQI COMMUNISTS. ON 
THE CONTRARY, IT IS THEIR LEADERSHIP WHICH MUST BEAR 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF INVOLVING A NUMBER OF THEIR 
CADRES IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE ARMED 
FORCES, IN VIOLATION OF THE GOVERNING LAW OF THE COUNTRY. 
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IT MUST ALSO BE CLEARLY STATED THAT AS FAR AS THE 
IRAQI GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED THERE IS NO INTENTION OF 
ADOPTING A NEW POLICY TOWARDS THE FRONT. IF OTHERS 
CHOOSE TO SO WISH. THEN IT IS LEFT FOR THEM TO DECIDE 
AND THEY MUST BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THEIR DECISION. 
THE BAATH WILL ACCEPT NO HALF-MEASURES. THIS, TO THE 
BAATH, IS A QUESTION OF PRINCIPLE. MOREOVER, THE 
MEASURES TAKEN WERE BY A UNITED LEADERSHIP AND WITH 
DETERMINATION. 

THIS DEVELOPMENT, HOWEVER, HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH 
POLITICAL EVENTS PERTAINING TO CIRCUMSTANCES IN IRAQ 
OR IN THE ARAB AREA. IT IS, SIMPLY, A QUESTION OF 
PRINCIPLE: THE BREAKAGE OF LAW AND THE PUNISHMENT 
OF LAW. 

END TEXT. 

PECK 
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